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FOREWORD. 


The  accompanying  report  on  the  health  of  the  District  indicates 
the  varied  duties  which  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  public  health 
services  therein  during  1935.  The  detailed  routine  work  which  seems 
to  steadily  increase  leaves  one  with  some  regret  that  more  time  cannot 
be  spared  to  investigate  the  numerous  interesting  and  important 
problems  that  arise  out  of  it. 

It  may  be  noted  that  while  the  Death  Eate  has  risen  by  0’5,  the 
Infant  Mortality  Eate  has  fallen  : 

District.  England  &  Wales. 

Death  Eate  ...  1 1’O  ...  117 

Infantile  Mortality 

Eate  ...  39'4  ...  57  0 

The  Cancer  death  rate  is  again  up,  reaching  1‘98  per  1,000 
population  as  compared  with  1’58  last  year. 

There  were  13  fatalities  from  motor  accidents  in  the  District, 
and  in  addition,  6  residents  were  killed  outside  the  District. 

One  of  the  most  important  enactments  of  this  year  was  probably 
the  new  Housing  xkct  wherein  provision  was  made  for  a  comprehensive 
survey  with  the  object  of  determining  the  prevalence  of  overcrowding 
according  to  a  very  definite  standard  laid  down  in  the  Act.  This 
survey  is  to  be  followed  in  all  Districts  by  schemes  shewing  what 
arrangements  will  be  made  by  the  Local  Authority  to  deal  with  over¬ 
crowded  families.  Furthermore  it  provides  that  in  future  some  onus 
of  prevention  of  overcrowding  shall  devolve  both  on  owner  and  on 
occupier. 

The  Act  also  provides  for  the  abolition  of  varying  rent  levels  fixed 
by  previous  Acts  and  permits  a  Local  Authority  to  cater  for  certain 
families  for  whom,  in  the  past  it  has  been  almost  impossible  to  provide 
better  accommodation  owing  to  their  inability  to  afford  Council 
House  rents. 
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FOREWORD  (continued) 


Early  in  1936  the  overcrowding  survey  had  so  far  progressed  as  to 
indicate  that  there  were  about  140  overcrowded  houses  in  this  District. 

A  distressing  feature  this  year  has  been  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria 
of  a  severe  type,  and  it  is  to  be  noted  that  out  of  a  total  of  65  cases  in 
the  District  no  less  than  six  ended  fatally  while  others  developed 
serious  complications.  The  outbreak  was  only  limited  by  very 
detailed  attention  co  preventive  measures,  and  undoubtedly  put  much 
strain  on  all  those  who  make  it  their  duty  to  concern  themselves  with  the 
public  welfare. 

The  use  of  dixjhtheria  antito:xic  serum  has  had  such  striking 
results  in  reducing  the  risks  of  this  disease  that  it  does  not  seem 
out  of  place  here  to  insist  that  di|)htheria  is  still  a  very  dangerous 
disease,  especially  the  type  now  so  prevalent  The  value  of  any  known 
treatment  is  much  reduced  if  its  use  is  delayed.  Cases  still  occur  where 
it  is  found  that  owing  to  delay  in  obtaining  medical  advice,  the  disease 
has  obtained  such  a  hold  that  treatment  is  unavailable.  Every  hour 
delayed  increases  the  risk,  and  when  the  delay  extends  into  days  the 
outlook  sometimes  becomes  black  indeed.  It  cannot  be  too  strongly 
stressed  that  when  a  small  child  seems  ill,  the  question  of  throat 
affection  should  immediately  arise,  and  any  complaint  of  a  sore  throat 
by  an  older  person  should  receive  immediate  medical  attention. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 


T}ie  Borough  comprises 
Population  (Registrar-General’s 


7,226  acres 

estimate  of  Resident 
Population,  1935)  ...  17,420 

Composite  estimate  (based  on  population  of  District  prior 
to  alteration  of  boundaries,  for  8  months  Jan  -March, 

1985  and  subsequent  to  alteration, for  9  months  ApL- 
Dec.,  1985)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17,150 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1935)  according  to 

Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  5,024 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £107,286 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  •••  £412 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live 

Births 

Legitimate 

219 

131 

115 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  resident  pop¬ 

Illegitimate 

16 

9 

7 

ulation  ...  ll’l 

Stillbirths 

8 

1 

1 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live 
and  still)  births  ...  29’3 

Deaths 

•  «  •  •  •  • 

170 

75 

95 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  resident  pop- 

ulation,  Crude  ...  9'9 

Adjusted  ...  9’3 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Deaths. 


Rate  per  1000  total 
(live  and  still)  Births. 


Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil. 

•  •  • 

Nil. 

Other  puerperal  causes 

2 

•  •  • 

7*3 

Total 

2 

7‘8 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  1  Year. 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  births 

Actual  number  of  deaths  under  1  year  : 

Legitimate  7.  Illegitimate  2. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


34’0 

28*1 

125 


Total  9. 
Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. — Of  the  170  deaths  41  were  attributable 
to  Heart)  Disease,  6  to  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  1  to  Aneurysm  and  7  to 
other  Circulatory  Diseases;  30  were  due  to  Cancer,  10  to  Nephritis, 
9  to  Pneumonia,  8  to  Respiratory  Tuberculosis;  5  to  Bronchitis,  3  to 
Diphtheria  and  1  to  Influenza. 

Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  Year. — Of  the  9  Infant 
Deaths,  5  were  due  to  Congenital  Defects.  2  to  Pneumonia,  1  to  Broncho¬ 
pneumonia  and  1  to  Convulsions. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Hospitals  : 

A.  1,  Fever. — Bennetts  End  Plospital.  Medical  Officer  :  Dr. 
G.  Burnet. 

This  is  provided  by  a  Joint  Hospital  Board  for  the  Borough  and 
the  Hemel  Hempstead  Rural  District  Accommodation  consists  of  two 
wards  and  a  two- bedded  observation  block.  There  is  a  total  accommo¬ 
dation  of  22  be(]s.  The  accommodation  of  the  administrative  block 
provides  for  a  Matron,  eleven  Nurses  and  four  Maids.  There  is  a  laundry 
block  and  steam  disinfector. 


The  following  cases  were  admitted  during  1935  : 


Borough  of 
H’Hempstead. 

Rural  District 
H’Hempstead. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

7 

Nil. 

Diphtheria 

18 

10 

3 

Erysipelas 

2 

I 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

I 

I 

— 

Dr.  Burnet  in  his  Annual  Report  to  the  Joint  Hospital  Committee 
states  that  as  regards  Scarlet  Fever 

“  the  cases  were  not  very  severe  and  less  than  507t  required  serum.” 
Regarding  serum  treatment  he  states  :  ”  the  results  were  excellent, 
the  period  in  hospital  being  shortened,  and  the  complications  of 
the  disease  avoided.” 

As  regards  diphtheria  cases  he  says  :  “an  abnormally  large  number 
were  in  a  serious  condition,  either  through  delay  in  treatment  or 
severity  of  the  infection.  kSome  of  these  were  of  a  type  described  as 
‘  gravis.’  Many  of  them  appeared  hopeless  soon  after  admission  ; 
hsemorrhages  and  parah^ses  wmre  a  common  feature,  and  the  year  has 
been  a  record  one  in  the  severity  of  the  diphtheria  experienced.” 

It  is  interesting  to  record  the  treatment  of  a  case  of  Diphtheria 
in  this  hospital  by  means  of  intravenous  injection  of  20%  glucose 
solution  in  combination  with  intramuscular  injections  of  insulin.  The 
treatment  was  administered  on  two  occasions  with  a  few  days  interval. 
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Oq  the  first  occasion  10  units  of  insulin  were  given  with  a  pint  of 
glucose  solution  and  on  the  second  occasion  10  units  of  insulin  with  about 
1^8  ounces  of  glucose  solution.  The  case  was  one  of  great  severity  with 
apparently  little  hope  of  recovery,  but  this  treatment  was  applied  with 
very  marked  success  and  the  patient  recovered. 

2.  Saialluox. — There  is  no  hospital  in  this  South  Herts  (No.  1) 
Sanitary  District.  Under  a  Scheme  made  by  the  County  Council  in 
Iiursuance  of  their  powers  under  Section  68  of  the  Local  Government 
Act,  1929,  the  County  Council  undertake  to  provide  a  hospital  or 
hospitals  with  a  total  minimum  accommodation  of  82  beds,  with  facilities 
for  extension,  for  persons  suffering  from  Smallpox  who  are  inhabitants 
of  the  County,  the  expenses  incurred  to  be  defrayed  as  expenses  for 
general  county  purposes.  The  locality  of  the  hospital  or  hospitals  is 
not  laid  down. 

B.  1.  Tuberculosis. — Local  cases  are  treated  in  institutions 
provided  by  the  County  Council. 

2.  Maternity  Hospitals. — In  July,  1927,  a  Maternity  Block 
was  opened  at  the  West  Herts  Hospital,  Hemel  Hempstead.  There  is 
an  accommodation  of  eleven  beds. 

3.  Children’s  Hospital. — The  general  accommodation  of  the 
West  Herts  Hospital. 

4.  General  Hospitals. — The  West  Herts  Hospital,  Hemel 
Hempstead. 

110  beds. 

0 Lit -Patient s'  Department — Days  and  Times  : 

Medical  and  Dental — Monda37s  and  Thursdays  from  10  to 
11  a.m. 

Ear,  Nose,  and  Throat,  Wednesday's  at  1.30  p.m. 

Ophthalmic  (Eyes),  Thursdays  at  Noon. 

Orthopaedic,  1st  Monday  in  every  month  at  2  p.m. 

X-ray,  Massage  and  Electro-Medica)  Treatment,  any  Week¬ 
day  (except  Saturday)  between  9  a.m.  and  4  p.m.,  or  by 
appointment. 

In  addition  to  the  above  : 

Mr.  Fredk.  Roques,  Specialist  in  Gynaecology,  attends  the  1st 
Friday  in  every  month  at  10  a.m. 
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Dr.  Parry,  Oonsulfcant  Radiologipt,  attends  every  Wednesday 
at  2  p.m,  blit  appointments  must  be  made  previously. 

This  is  a  voluntary  hospital.  In  1982  a  Contributory  Scheme  was 
inaugurated.  Every  District  served  by  tiie  hospital  has  joined  the 
Sciieme  which  has  proved  a  source  of  appreciable  revenue  to  the 
liospital.  The  income  limitation  for  the  Sclieme  is  £6  a  week  for 
married  couples  and  children  under  16  years  of  age. 


5.  Public  Assistance  Institution.  —  Hempstead  House. 
Medical  Officer  :  Dr.  E.  W.  Gilroy. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  —  (a)  For  Infectious  Cases,  a  motor 
ambulance  is  kept  at  Bennetts  End  Isolation  Hospital. 

(Telephone  :  Boxmoor  182). 

(b)  For  Non-infectious  and  xAccident  Cases,  a  motor  ambulance, 
towards  the  upkeep  of  which  the  Borough  subscribes,  is  kept  at  the 
West  Herts  Hospital  (Teieplione  :  Boxmoor  612). 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.-— Maternity  and  Child  Wel¬ 
fare  Centre — A  Centre  provided  by  the  Herts  County  Council  is  held 
at  Marlowes  every  Thursday,  from  2  to  4  p  m.  The  doctor  attends 
every  week. 


No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  1985 
No  of  children  on  the  books 
No  of  attendances  of  children 
x-Vverage  weekly  attendance  of  children 
No.  of  exp'^ctant  mothers  on  books  ... 

No.  of  con^mtHtions  they  made  with  Doctor 


50 

..  290 

..  2379 
48 
60 

..  250 


A  Centre  siippliei  through  voluntary  means  is  held  at  the  Church 
Room,  Apsley,  on  alternate  Wednesdays,  at  2.80  p  m  (closed  in  August.) 
The  doctor  at  ends  at  each  Session. 

No.  of  time-i  the  Centre  was  open  during  1986  ...  22 

No.  of  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  ...  87 

,,  ,,  between  1  and  5  years  on  the  books  78 

No.  of  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  ...  780 

Average  at'endance  of  children  ...  ...  ...  83‘2 

School  Clinic. — ^This  is  a  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  held  daily  at 
Mnrlowes  by  the  School  Nurse  and  attended  weekly  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer  to  the  Borough. 

Number  of  children  who  have  attended  ...  ...  671 

Total  n umber  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  1794 

xAverage  number  of  attendances  per  child  ...  ...  2’5 
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Tubekoulosis  Centre. — This  Clinic,  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Scheme  of  the  Herts  County  Council,  is  held  at  the  West  tierts 
Hospital,  on  Wednesdays,  at  11  a.m. 

Treatment  of  Venereal  Disease. — A  notice  of  facilities 
available  for  treatment  is  inserted  weekly  in  the  Hernel  Hempstead 
Gai^ette,”  by  the  Herts  County  Council.  Application  for  particulars 
may  be  made  to  the  County  Medical  Officer,  County  Medical  Office, 
Hertford. 

Midwives.  —  There  are  four  Midwives  practicing  in  the  Borough. 
These  are  not  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — General  Nursing  of 
sick  persons  in  their  homes  is  carried  out  by  the  above  Midwives  who 
are  employed  by  the  District  Nursing  Association. 

School  Medical  Service. — The  Corporation  of  Hemel  Hemp¬ 
stead  is  a  separate  Education  Authority  under  Ihe  Education  Acts. 
For  particulars  of  the  Service  see  the  Annual  Eeport  of  the  School 
Medical  Officer. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — Clinic  material  for  examination  is 
forwarded  to  a  London  laboratory  with  which  arrangements  have  been 
made  or  to  the  County  Laboratory  at  Hill  End. 

The  following  are  examinations  for  which  the  Authority  have  taken 
responsibility  during  the  year  : — 

Throat  or  Nose  Swabs  (mainly  for  determining  the  presence  of 
Diphtheria  organisms)  ...  169. 

Blood  Examinations  (for  assisting  in  the  diagnosis  of  Paraty¬ 
phoid  Fever  ...  1. 

Milk  Samples  (for  determining  the  presence  of  Tubercle 

Bacilli)  ...  1 

Designated  ’  Milk  Samples  (for  bacteriologically  determining 
the  degree  of  cleanliness)  ...  7 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — Over  90%  of  property  in  the  town  is 
connected  to  the  public  sewef.  During  the  year  there  were  short 
extensions  to  the  sewer  in  Tile  Kiln  Lane,  Bury  Hill  and  Corner  Hall 
Estate. 

The  re-modelling  of  the  existing  sewage  works  remained  in 
abeyance  pending  the  consideration  of  a  large  scheme  covering  a  number 
of  adjacent  areas. 
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Rivers  and  Streams. — No  pollution  of  the  Rivers  Bulbourne  and 
Gade  was  discovered  during  the  year. 

Scavenging. — The  main  portion  of  the  town  is  served  by  a  motor 
freighter  of  modern  type  and  fitted  with  automatic  closing  metal  covers. 
Covered  horse  vans  make  auxilary  collections.  All  collections  are 
weekly.  All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  the  Bradford  System  of 
burial  which  appears  to  be  completely  satisfactory.  Waste  paper  is 
collected  separately,  pressed  and  sold  for  the  manufacture  of  pulp. 
Facilities  are  afforded  for  the  collection  of  trade  refuse  at  fixed  prices. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  of  the  Borough  is  obtained 
from  two  bore  holes  ibO  and  260  feet  deep  and  situated  practically  in 
the  centre  of  the  town. 

Although  no  shortage  of  water  was  experienced  in  the  1933-34 
drought,  the  low  levels  attained  liy  water  in  the  bore  holes  led  the 
Local  Authority  to  seek  the  advice  of  consulting  engineers  on  the  broad 
question  as  to  the  future  of  the  water  supply  of  the  Borough.  At 
present  only  preliminary  investigations  have  been  made. 

Quarterly  analysis  shews  the  water  to  be  of  excellent  purity.  For 
domestic  purposes  the  water  is  hard,  the  degree  of  hardness  varying 
very  little  ;  temporary  hardness  is  about  26  and  permanent  hardness 
about  2  per  l,00O  parts. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  1935. 

Food  Inspection. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  : 

During  the  year  seven  samples  have  been  obtained,  on  behalf  of 
the  Ministry,  and  examined  bacteriologically  and  all  proved  to  be 
satisfactory. 

There  were  also  22  other  samples  taken  to  be  examined  for  the 
])resence  of  dirt  by  means  of  the  pad  test  ;  these  samples  on  the  whole 
were  satisfactory  but  when  they  were  not  up  to  standard  the  matter 
was  taken  up  with  both  the  retailer  and  the  producer  and  more  satis¬ 
factory  results  obtained. 

There  are  on  the  registers  : — 


Cowkeepers 

•  •  •  »  •  « 

12 

Cowkeeper  Retailers 

•  •  •  •  •  « 

12 

Retailers  only 

•  •  •  1  t  e 

11 

Total 

85 

1 
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Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Visits  &  Notices 

served  for  1335. 

General  Sanitation  : 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  65 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  306 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Interviews  with  Owners  &  Builders  ...  ...  ...  108 

Courts,  Alleys  and  Yards  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 

Canal  Boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Visits  to  Work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  423 

Visits  to  Petroleum  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Housing — Under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  434 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1876 

Under  Housing  Acts  : 

No.  of  houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Houses  inspected  under  1935  Housing  Act,  overcrowd¬ 
ing  Survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3494 

Overcroioding  : 

No.  of  houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Verminous  Premises  : 

No.  of  houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Infectious  Diseases  : 

Inquiries  into  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  35 

Visits  re  disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 
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Inspection  of  Meat  and  PMods  : 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses 
,,  Shops  and  Stalls 
,,  other  premises 

Total  Meat  Inspection  visits 

(Animals  examined — Beasts  322,  Pigs  970,  Sheep  978 
Calves  69.  Meat  destroyed — 1  beast,  80-  stones 
fore-quarter  beef,  60  stones  pigs  heads,  15  livers, 


82  offal,  4  sets  of  lungs,  Mesenteries  1.) 

Visits  to  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

,,  Dairies  &  IMilksbops  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  lee  cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  Street  vendors  &  hawker’s  carts  ...  ...  6 

Samples  of  Milk  taken  for — 

Bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  ...  7 

Exaniination  for  presence  of  dirt  ...  ...  22 

Miscellaneous  food  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Notices  Served  : 

No.  of  informal  notices  served  281  ;  complied  with  ...  246 
No.  of  Statutory  notices  served  55  ;  complied  with  ...  45 


Housing. 

Number  of  Houses  erected  during  1935  : — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  60 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  263 

1.  Inspection  op  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year:  — 

(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  485 

(/;)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1876 

(2)  {a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(l)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  51 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  51 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dan¬ 

gerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 


644 

52 

2 


698 


15 


BOROUGH  OF  HIGMHL  HHMPSTEAD. 


(4)  Number  of  dwellin?^  bouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  281 

2.  Remedy  op  Defects  during  the  Year  without 

Service  of  Formal  Notices  :  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  246 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year:  — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Hous¬ 

ing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  •••  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  Avere  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  56 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  oAvners...  Nil. 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930  : 

(])  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  Avhich 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  11 

(2)  Number  of  dAvelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

D.  — ’Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  Avhich  closing  orders  Avere  male  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 

of  Avhich  the  closing  orders  were  determined,  having 
been  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908  : 

There  are  three  shops  licensed  for  the  sale  of  poisonous  insecti¬ 
cides  and  weed  killer. 
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Petroleum  Act  &  Regulations  : 

Number  of  licensed  persons  ...  ...  ...  48 

Quantity  Petroleum  stored  ...  ...  ...  38,639  galls. 

Quantity  Carbide  of  Calcium  stored  ...  lOi  cwt.  20  lbs. 

S.  S.  RAW  SON,  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of 

Ins]3ections.  Written 

Occupiers 

Notices. 

prosecuted. 

Factories — (including  Factory 

laundries) 

2 

. — - 

— 

Workshops — (including  Work- 

shop  laundries) 

88 

— 

— 

Workplaces — (other  than  out- 

worker’s  premises) 

— 

_ 

— 

Total 

90 

— 

— 

Defects  Found  : 

Number  of  Defects 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 

Particulars. 

to  H.M. 

Prosecutions 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  2 

2 

Insjjector. 

instituted. 

Other  Nuisances  ...  — 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ...  2 

2 

— 

— 

Out -WORK  in  Unwholesome 

Premises  . 

..  Defects  found  Nil. 

Housing. 

Work  demanded  in  connection  with  liousing  matters  has  shewn  a 
marked  increase  this  year.  The  number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects 
and  the  number  of  visits  paid  to  these  houses  are  both  up. 

The  50  Council  houses  commenced  in  1934  were  completed 
this  year  and  used  for  re-housing  suitable  applicants  including 
displaced  tenants  from  unfit  demolished  property.  A  further  16  houses 
were  commenced,  completed  early  in  1936,  and  are  largely  occupied  by 
the  displaced  tenants  from  two  small  Clearance  Areas  declared  in  1934. 


P>OROUGH  OF  UFAIIO.  HFMPSTiOVD. 


^  ' 


Towards  the  etid  of  the  year  it  became  necessary,  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1935,  to  institute  an  overcrowding  survey.  Tiiree 
temporary  enumerators  were  emioloyed  for  house  to  hou>e  visiting  and 
completion  of  the  necessary  forms  which  the  ])relimmary  survey 
required.  This  was  completed  in  Januaiwq  1936.  A  further  report  on 
this  survey  and  its  results  will  be  given  in  my  report  for  next  year,  but 
it  may  he  stated  that  apxjroximately  59  houses  were  found  to  be 
overcrowded. 


PUEVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  ! 


The  following  table  gives  deta 
Tuberculosis)  during  the  year: 

ils  of  Notified  Diseases 

Total  Oases  Admitted  to 

(excluding 

Disease. 

Notified.  HosiDital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

16 

Nd 

Diphtheria 

18 

18 

3 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

Nd 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

6 

4 

1 

Erysipelas 

5 

2 

— 

Lobar  Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

2 

— 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age 

Groups. 

CD 

o; 

Ao-e  Periods. 

°  CD 

O 

m 


Under 

1  year 

1 

3 

1  to 

2 

•  •  • 

.  •  . 

•  •  • 

2  to 

3 

•  fi  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3  to 

4 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

4  to 

5 

1 

2 

«  •  • 

5  to 

10 

8 

10 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

10  to 

15 

2 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

15  to 

20 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

20  to 

35 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

35  to 

45 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

•  *  • 

3 

2 

45  to 

65 

•  .  . 

•  *  m 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

65  &  upwards 

. . . 

1 

Total  cases 

notified 

16 

18 

1 

6 

1 

5 

3 

• 

u 

CD 


•  ^ 
G 


O  (D 
a  CD 


Cj  c\3 

M  -rt 

a  p 

?-H  ?— ( 

CD 


r—l 

o 


(D 


cc 

ci 


tc 


S  5 

T-<  tn 

^  8 
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The  cases  of  Scarlet  E^ever  were  sporadic  throughout  the  year  ;  9 
of  them  were  among  elementary  school  children  at  various  schools  in 
the  Borough.  The  16  cases  produce  a  case  rate  per  1,000  population 
of  '93  as  compared  with  2‘96  for  England  and  Wales. 

Of  the  18  cases  of  Diphtheria,  9  occurred  among  school  children  in 
the  Borough  elementary  schools,  no  particular  school  being  involved. 
4  other  cases  were  among  pre-school  children.  1  was  a  case  attending 
school  outside  the  Borough.  There  was  in  no  sense  an  outbreak,  cases 
being  sporadic.  A  number  of  them  were  of  severe  type  and  there  were 
th  ree  deaths.  The  18  cases  produce  a  case  rate  per  1,000  population 
of  1*05  as  compared  with  1*6  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  originated  outside  the  Borough. 


Tuberculosis. 


New 

Piilm. 

Cases. 

Non-Pulm. 

Deaths. 

Piilm.  Non-Pulm 

0—  1 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

-  - 

1—5 

— 

- — 

1 

1 

—  • — 

—  — 

5—10 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

-  - 

10—15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

-  - 

15-20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

-  - 

20-25 

1 

O 

— 

1 

2  _ 

-  - 

25-35 

3 

- — 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

35 — 45 

— 

3 

— 

- - 

—  4 

-  - 

45 — 55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  1 

. — .  — 

55 — 65 

1 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

1  — 

—  — 

65  &  upwards 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

—  — 

-  - 

Total 

5 

6 

1 

2 

3  5 

Of  the  8  deaths  3  (or  37*5%)  were  not  recorded  as  notified.  In 
case  of  non-notification  a  letter  is  sent  to  the  medical  practitioner 
concerned  and  particulars  of  the  case  are  requested. 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD. 


Statistics  and  Sociai  Conditions. 


The  Rural  District  of  Hetnel  Hempstead  comprises  an  area  of 
20,231  acres  and  is  made  up  by  the  parishes  of  Kings  Langley, 
Fiaunden,  Bovingdon,  Great  Gaddesden,  Flamstead  and  Markyate. 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident 

population,  1935)  .. .  ...  •••  •••  8,386. 

Composite  estimate  (based  on  Population  of  District  prior  to 
alteration  of  boundaries,  for  3  months  Jan. -March,  1935  arid 
subsequent  to  alteration  for  9  rnths.  Apl.-Dec.,  1935)  8,466 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1935),  accord¬ 
ing  to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,537. 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £49,293. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £187. 

Extracts  from  Vita!  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Total. 

M. 

Live 

1  Legitimate 

113 

65 

Birtlis  j 

1  Illegitimate 

7 

5 

Stillbirths 

6 

3 

Deaths 

•  •  *  »  •  • 

112 

49 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Deaths. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  Nil. 

Other  puerperal  causes  Nil. 
Total  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


F. 

48  Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  resident  pop- 

2  ulation  ...  14’2 

3  Rate  per  1000  total  (live 

and  still)  births  ...  47’6 

63  Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  resident  pop¬ 
ulation,  Crude  ...  13 '2 

Adjusted  ...  12’1 

Rate  per  1000  total 
(live  and  still)  births. 

0 
0 
0 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  1  Year. 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  births 


667 

70'8 

Nil. 


Actual  number  of  deaths  under  I  year : 

Legitimate  8  Illegitimate  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


Total  8 

..  Nil. 
..  Nil. 
..  Nil. 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. — Of  the  1 12  deaths,  20  were  attributahle 
to  Heart  Disease,  iOto  Cerebral  Hiemorrhage  and  8  to  other  Circulatory 
diseases;  16  were  due  to  Cancer,  8  to  Nephritis,  6  to  Kespiratory 
Tuberculosis,  2  tootherTuherculosis,  6  to  Bronchitis  and  5  to  Pneumonia. 
Three  deaths  were  due  to  Suicide  and  6  to  other  violence. 

Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  Year. — Of  the  8  Infant 
Deaths  6  were  due  to  Congenital  causes,  1  to  Bronchitis  and  1  to 
Tubercular  Peritonitis. 

Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Hospitals.— See  Borough  of  Ilemel  Hempstead  Report,  page  9. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — •  Ditto.  page  11. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Chipperfield  and  District  Welfare  Centre. — This  Infant 
Welfare  Centre  is  held  from  2.80  to  4.80  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Tuesday  of  each  month  while  the  xAnte  Natal  Centre  is  held  at  2.80  on 
the  first  Wednesday  of  the  month.  The  Centres  are  held  at  the  Chip¬ 
perfield  Institute.  The  doctor  attends  at  each  session. 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  1985  ...  25 

No.  of  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  31 

No.  of  children  between  1  &  5  years  on  the  books  73 

No.  of  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  ...  828 

Average  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  ...  83 

No.  of  exXpectant  mothers  qn  the  boo'ks  ...  ...  19 

No.  of  consultatioiis  they  have  made  with  doctor...  68 

Kings  Langley  WelFxVre  Centre. — This  is  a  voluntary  centre. 
It  is  held  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  each  month  from  2.80 — 4.30  p.m. 
4’he  doctor  attends  at  each  session. 

No.  of  tunes  the  Centre  was  open  during  1985  ...  12 

No.  of  children  under  I  year  on  the  books  ...  22 

,,  ,,  between  1  &  5  years  on  the  books  72 

No.  of  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  ...  881 

Average  monthly  attendance  of  children  ...  ...  82 

School  Clinics. — There  are  no  School  Clinics  in  the  District 
except  a  Dental  Clinic  at  Kings  Langley.  The  Education  Authority 
under  the  Education  Acts  is  the  County  Council  and  children  with 
defects  attend  the  nearest  appropriate  clinic  outside  the  District. 

Tuberculosis  Centre. — See  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead 
Report  page  12. 

Treatment  of  Venereal  Disease. — See  Borough  of  Hemel 
Hempstead  Report  page  12. 


21 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD. 


Midwives.  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home  — There  are 
six  midwives  who  are  employed  by  the  Nursing  Associations  and  who 
undertake  Public  Health  Work  and  General  Nursing  in  the  home. 
There  is  one  other  private  midwife. 

Laboratory  Facilities  : 

See  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead— page  12. 

The  following  are  examinations  for  which  the  Authority  have 
taken  responsibility  during  the  year  : 

Throat  or  Nose  Swabs  (mainly  for  determining  tlie 
presence  of  Diphtheria  organisms)  ..  64. 

Blood  Examinations  (for  assisting  in  the  diagnosis  of 
Paratyphoid  Fever)  ...  ...  ...  1. 

Water  Analysis — Public  Supplies,  Bacteriological  2. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply. — A  piped  supply  is  provided  to  Kings  Langley, 
Ghipperfield,  Bovingdon  and  Flaunden  by  the  Rickmansworth  Water 
Company. 

Flam  stead  draws  its  supply  from  a  deep  well,  an  oil  engine  and 
pump  distributing  the  water  to  scattered  tanks.  The  pumping  plant  has 
been  reconstructed  and  electrical  energy  is  now  used,  with  the  original 
oil  engine  as  a  stand-by.  The  water  level  rose  steadily  during  the 
latter  half  of  the  year  and  now,  early  in  1936,  it  is  back  to  normal. 
The  water  main  has  been  extended  to  Trowley  Bottom  which  has 
hitherto  relied  on  shallow  wells  :  the  supply  is  given  from  standpipes. 

Markyate  is  supplied  from  a  well  and  boring  of  a  total  depth  of 
371  feet,  the  w’^ater  being  pumped  by  three  throw  pumps  driven  b^^  oil 
engines.  There  is  a  storage  reservoir  of  50,000  gallons  whence  pressure 
is  maintained  through  the  village.  Water  is  pumped  to  supply 
Beechwood  House,  the  main  giving  a  supply  to  farms  on  cottages  on 
the  way.  There  have  been  two  short  main  extensions.  During  1935 
the  water  level  rose  considerably  and  is  now  approaching  normal. 

Great  Gaddesden  and  Gaddesden  Row  depend  on  wells  and  rain 
water  tanks.  The  water  for  Jockey  End  is  obtained  from  a  boring 
sunk  to  a  depth  of  300  feet,  the  water  thus  obtained  being  passed  through 
a  chlorinator. 

A  serious  subsidence  occurred  in  November  at  the  well  at  Chequers 
End,  rendering  it  useless  ;  a  temporary  supply  was  arranged  from  a 
private  well  nearby  and  the  Council,  having  secured  a  new  site,  propose 
sinking  a  boring  and  installing  an  electrically  driven  iminp. 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  IIFMIO.  IIFMPSTEAD. 


Rivers  and  Streams. — There  has  been  no  work  necessary  in 
regard  to  pollution. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — There  have  been  no  alterations  or 
extensions  during  the  year  except  provision  of  a  new  dosing  tank  at  the 
Markyate  Sewage  Farm. 

-  Scavenging  —  Schemes  for  the  periodical  emptying  of  earth  closets 
and  privies  are  in  operation  at  Bovingdon,  Chipperfield  and  Flamstead. 

House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  Kings  Langley,  Bovingdon 
and  Chipperfield  and  fortnightly  from  Flamstead  and  Markyate.  The 
refuse  from  Bovingdon,  Chipijerfield  and  Kings  Langley  is  taken  to  a 
central  site  and  disposed  of  by  means  of  the  Bradford  System.  The 
method  continues  to  prove  satisfactory.  The  refuse  from  Markyate 
and  Flamstead  is  buried  in  excavated  pits  formerly  used  for  gravel 
digging. 

inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foods. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — There  are  67  of  these 
premises  in  the  district.  87  inspections  have  been  made. 

Slaughter  FIouses  — There  are  9  slaughter  houses  in  the  district ; 
71  visits  were  made.  One  slaughterman’s  license  has  been  granted 
this  year  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1988,  making  a  total  of 
2i  licenses  granted  to  date. 

Bake  Houses. — There  are  7  bakehouses  in  the  district.  Fourteen 
inspections  have  been  made. 


REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  1935. 


Inspections — Housing  : 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Act  1935,  Housing 
Survey  (overcmwding) 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Hegula- 
tions,  1925 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
.,  after  infectious  disease  ... 

,,  on  complaint 

Visits  after  serving  notice  and  to  work  in  progress... 

Trade  Premises  : 


Bake-houses 
Laundries 
Cowsheds 
Slaught/r- houses 


7 

2 

67 

9 


14 

2 

87 

71 


945 

68 

17 

24 

17 

116 
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New  or  Remedial  Work. 

Hou  SES  : 

Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ^4 

Rooms  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  I'd 

]3efective  plaster  repaired,  walls  &  ceilings  ...  30 

Walls  damp  and  defective  remedied...  ...  35 

Roofs,  guttering  and  spouting  re))aired  ...  2L 

Windows  repaired  and  renewed  ...  ...  41 

Floors  repaired  and  renewed  ...  ...  21 

Stairs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Foots  repaired  ...  ...  ..  •••  16 

Defective  coppers,  cooking  stoves  and  fire¬ 
grates  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  14 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  .  ...  2 

Receptacles  for  house  refuse  provided  ...  7 

Drain.vge  etc  : 

Water  closets  &  E.C ’s  repaired  or  converted  6 
Drains  unstopped  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  Drains  laid  and  tested  with  water  (in¬ 
cluding  New  Buildings)  ...  ...  79 

Cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

New  Sinks  &  gulleys  provided  ...  ...  1 


The  above  statement  does  not  include  any  visits  or  repairs  carried  out 
to  the  Council’s  property.  During  the  year  1935,  84  rooms  in  the 
Council’s  Cottages  were  cleansed  and  re-decorated. 

Housing. 

No.  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  1935  : — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  •••  ...  32 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  69 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  A^ear  : — 

(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  102 

{b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  jiurpose  ...  198 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  bouses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  68 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  126 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dan¬ 

gerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  58 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  duking  the  Yeah  without 
Service  of  .Formal  Notices  :  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

8. — Action  under  Statutory  Pow-ers  during  the  Year. — 

A. — Proceedirms  under  sections  17,  18  and  28  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1980  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

P. — Proceedings  under  Pubbc  Health  Acts  ...  ...  Nil 

C. — Proceedings  under  sections  19  &  21  of  the  Housing 
Acr,  1980  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  vchich 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  11 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928  : 

Licenses  issued  :  Petroleum  25  ;  Carbide  8. 

Quantity  stored  :  Petroleum  67,929  galls  ;  Carbide  5  cwts. 

Fees  collected  from  above  :  £22  Is.  9d. 

THOMAS  H.  LIGHBODY,  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Occupiers 

Notices. 

prosecuted 

Factories — (including  Factory 

Laundries) 

2 

— 

— 

Workshops  (including  Work- 

shop  laundries) 

50 

1 

— 

Workplaces  (other  than  out- 

worker’s  premises) 

■ '  " 

— 

■  ' 

Total 

52 

1 

— 

Defects  Found  ...  1 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome 

Premises.— 

Defects  found 

...  Nd. 
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Housing. 

During  the  year  68  houses  were  inspected  under  the  Housing  Act 
of  1930  and  as  a  result  of  informal  notices,  50  were  put  into  a  satisfactory 
state  of  repair.  The  Housing  Survey  demanded  by  the  Housing  Act 
of  1935  was  put  into  operation  at  the  end  of  November  and  completed 
by  the  end  of  January,  1936.  No  preliminary  survey  was  made, 
complete  records  and  measurements  of  the  1984  working  class  houses 
being  obtained  at  the  cost  of  £100.  Overcrowding,  as  defined  by  tlie 
Act,  was  found  to  be  present  in  20  houses  or  1%  of  working  class  houses. 
It  is  hoped  to  deal  with  these  cases  during  1936. 

There  are  still  a  number  of  dwellings  of  poor  type,  supplying 
inadequate  amenities  and  sometimes,  in  a  state  of  extensive  disrepair. 
These  houses  are  receiving  the  serious  consideration  of  the  Council  and 
the  number  is  being  gradually  reduced.  Altogether  9  unsatisfactory^ 
houses  were  demolished  in  1935. 

Twenty  non-parlour  type  houses  were  built  for  the  Authority  at 
Bucklers  Lane,  Kings  Langley  and  12  at  Chipperfield  Six  houses  at 
Flamstead  and  four  at  Markyate  were  commenced.  These  also  will 
be  of  non-parlour  type;  all  contain  three  bedrooms. 

The  application  of  the  1930  Act  together  with  the  accommodation 
for  no  less  than  13%  of  the  population  in  houses  erected  by  the  Council 
has  greatly  improved  housing  conditions.  Actually  the  demand  for 
Council  house  accommodation  appears  to  be  abating. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notified  Diseases  (excluding 


Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  : 

Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Encephalitis 


3tal  Cases 
Notified. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths 

7 

7 

Nil 

10 

10 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

i 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 
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Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups. 


O 

htlieria 

Age  Periods. 

q; 

CD 

•  rH 

o3 

^  1— j 

ft 

<D 

O 

CO 

Ph 

♦  fH 

0} 

K-_ 

o 

ft 

Sh 

CD 

03 

O 

C/2 

Q 

!=l 

K 

c! 

ft 

Under  1  Year 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1  to  2 

.  •  . 

...  .  •  . 

2  to  3 

1 

• . •  ... 

3  to  4 

1 

.  •  ,  .  •  , 

4  to  5 

•  •  • 

•  •  «  •  •  • 

5  to  iO 

4 

2 

10  to  15 

«  .  . 

6 

15  to  20 

1 

1 

20  to  35 

.  .  . 

«  •  •  •  •  • 

35  to  45 

1 

45  to  65 

.  .  . 

1 

1  1 

65  and  upwards 

•  •  •*  *  «  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Total  Cases  Notified 

7 

10  1 

1  1 

Scarlet  Fever. — Th 

e  7  cases 

of  Scarlet 

Fever  produce  a  case 

rate  per  1,000  population 

of  ‘83  as 

compared 

with  a  rate  of  2’96  for 

England  and  Wales. 

Diphtheria.— The  majority  of  cases  occurred  at  Bovingdon  in  the 
Autumn.  Careful  and  detailed  investigations  pointed  to  a  fairly  definite 
source  from  a  nearby  town  in  an  adjoining  Oount^n  Coincidently  there 
was  a  smart  and  extensive  outbreak  of  sore  throat  at  Bovingdon 
Elementary  School.  This  was  closed  for  a  fortnight  and  it  is  probable 
that  this  step  in  conjunction  with  isolation  of  diphtheria  cases,  and 
careful  control  and  swabbing  of  certain  contacts  did  much  to  limit  the 
disease  at  Bovingdon. 

The  10  cases  produce  a  case  rate  per  1,000  population  of  1‘28  as 
compared  with  a  rate  of  I '60  for  England  and  Wales. 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMFL  HIDIPSTEAD. 


Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases. 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary. 


0—  I 
I—  5 
5—10 
10—15 
15—20 
20—25 
25—35 
35 — 45 
45 — 55 
55 — 65 
65  upwards 


M.  F.  M  F. 

—  —11 
—  —11 


1  2 
1  — 


1 


Deaths 

P  u  I  m  o  n  a  r  Non-Pulmonary. 
M.  F.  M.  F. 

1  2  —  — 


Total  ...  5  2  2  2 


15  11 


Of  the  8  deaths  recorded  1  (or  12'5%)  was  not  notified. 

In  the  cases  of  non  notification  a  letter  is  sent  to  the  medical 
practitioner  concerned  and  particulars  of  the  case  requested. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  GREAT  BERKHAMSTED. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

The  Urban  District  of  Great  Berkhamsted  comprises  an  area  of 
1,967  acres. 

Population  (Registrar  -  General’s  estimate  of  resident 

population,  1935)  for  District  as  now  constituted  ...  9,542 

Composite  estimate  (based  on  population  of  District  prior 
to  alteration  of  the  boundaries  for  three  months,  Jan.- 
Mar.,  1935  and  subsequent  to  alteration  for  nine 
months,  Apr. -Dec.,  1935  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,277 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1935)  according  to  Rate 

Books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,634 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £79,641 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £317 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Total 

M.  F. 

r  ■  I  Legitimate 

Live  j 

Births  1 T-,,  ...  , 

( Illegitimate 

98 

59  39 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the 

8 

5  3 

estimated  resident 
Illation 

pop- 

11*4 

Stillbirths 

3 

2  1 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live 

and  still)  births  ... 

27*5 

Deaths 

110 

47  63 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the 

estimated  resident 

pop- 

Illation,  Crude 

ir9 

Adjusted... 

10*6 

Deaths  from  PuERrERAL  Causes. 

Rate  per  1000  total 

Deaths. 

(live  and  still)  births. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

•  •  • 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Other  puerperal 

causes 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Dp:A'rH  Rate  op  Infants  Under  1  Year. 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  iOOO  illegitimate  births 

Actual  number  of  deaths  under  1  year  : 

Legitimate  3.  Illegitimate  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


28’3 
30  6 
0 

Total  3. 


Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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PiiiNCiPAL  Causes  of  Death. —  Of  the  i  10  deaths  19  were  attri’outable 
to  Heart  Disease,  1  to  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  9  to  other  Circulatory 
Disease.  27  were  attributed  to  Cancer,  this  being  a  marked  increase 
as  compared  with  recent  years.  10  deaths  were  attriliuted  to  Bronchitis, 
G  to  Pneumonia,  5  to  espiratory  Tuiierculosis  and  8  to  other  respiratory 
diseases.  There  were  3  deaths  from  Diphtheria  and  1  from  Influenza. 

Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  Year. — The  3  Infant  deaths 
were  all  attributable  to  Congenital  causes. 

Provision  of  Health  Services. 

HOSPITALS. 

A  I.  Fever  :  Aldbury  Isolation  Hospital.  See  Berkliam- 
stel  Kural  District  Report,  page  41 

2.  Smallpox.  See  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead  Report 
page  10. 

B  3  &  4.  For  other  Hospital  facilities  see  Borough  of  Hemel 
Hempstead  Report,  page  10. 

5.  Public  x4ssistance  Institution.  Hempstead  Huuse, 
Hemel  Hempstead,  Medical  Ollicer:  Dr.  F.W.  Gilroy. 

ambul.ance  facilities. 

A  For  Infectious  Cases  a  motor  ambulance  is  stationed 
at  the  Aldbury  Hospital.  (Tel.  Alclhnry  Common  20). 

B  For  Non-infectious  cases  and  accidents  the  above  ambulance 
is  available  (disinfection  of  the  ambulance  is  carried 
out  after  the  removal  of  any  infectious  case)  and,  in 
addition,  a  motor  ambulance,  towards  which  the  Urban 
Council  subscribes,  is  kept  at  the  West  Herts  Hospital 
Hemel  Hempstead.  (Tel.  Boxmoor  612). 

CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES: 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre.— This  Centre,  provided 
by  the  ('ounty  Council,  is  held  at  Annandale  House,  Berkliamsted, 
every  Friday,  at  2.30  to  4.30  p.m.  The  doctor  attends  fortnightly  (2nd 
and  4th  Friday).  The  Ante- Natal  Centre  is  held  every  2nd  and  4th 
Thursday,  10.30  to  12.30. 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  1935  41 

No.  of  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  131 

,,  between  1  &  5  years  on  books  122 

No.  of  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  2085 

Average  weekly  attendance  of  cliildren  ...  50'8 

No.  of  expectant  mothers  on  the  books  ...  56 

No.  of  consultations  they  have  made  with 

the  Doctor  ...  ...  ...  ..  218 
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School  Clinics. — The  Education  iVufchority  under  the  Education 
Acts  is  the  County  Council.  There  is  no  School  Clinic  in  this  District; 
children  with  defects  can  attend  the  appropriate  County  Clinic  in 
adjacent  districts. 

Tkeatmknt  oe  Veneueal  Disease. — See  Borough  of  Hemet 
Hempstead  Report,  page  V2. 

MiDWiVES — Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — There  are  4 
iMidwives  practising  in  the  Urban  District.  Tliey  are  employed  by  the 
Nursing  Associations  and  undertake  Public  Health  Work  and  General 
Home  Nursing. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — See  Borough  of  HTlempstead,  page  12. 

The  following  are  examinations  for  which  the  Authority  have  taken 
responsibility  during  the  past  year  : 

Throat  or  Nose  Siuabs  (mainly  for  determining  the  presence 

of  Dipluhena  organisms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  503 

Milk:  “Designated  Milk”  samples  for  bacteriologically 

determiniiig  the  degree  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  38 

Milk  samples  for  iletermining  the  presence  of  Tubercle 
Bacilli  (all  negative^  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Biological  Test  for  Tuberculoids  (negative)  ...  ...  2 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply.  -  A  piped  supply  is  derived  from  the  Great 
Berkhamstead  \Aater  Conijiany.  It  is  sufficient  in  quantity  and  recent 
cliernical  and  bacteriological  examination  has  shewn  it  to  be  of  satisfactory 
purity.  There  are  few  houses  which  do  not  receive  their  water  supply 
from  this  source.  4  houses  in  Billet  Lane  were  connected  to  the  main 
this  year,  their  previous  supply  was  from  shallow  wells. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — No  pollution  of  streams  was  discovered 
during  the  year. 

Drainage  and  Se’werage. — The  towm  is  well  sewered  ;  disposal 
works  consist  of  septic  tanks  with  percolating  filters.  A  humus  tank 
was  constructed  this  year  and  a  ventilating  plant  was  provided  in 
connection  with  the  septic  tanks.  The  effluent  is  sam pled  by  the  Thames 
Conservany  Board  and  continues  to  be  satisfactory.  A  few  outlying 
properties  have  private  disposal  work,  usually  consisting  of  septic  tanks 
and  land  treatment  or  of  cessp  )ols.  There  have  been  300  yards  of 
sewer  extensions  at  Bell  Lane,  Northchurch  and  from  Greeuway  West 
to  Shootersway  Lane. 

1 

O  I 


URP>AN  DT8TRI0T  OF  BFRKHAMSTKD. 


Scavenging. — House  refuse  is  removed  in  four  horse  dust  carts 
of  modern  type  and  fitted  with  automatic  closing  covers.  Disposal  is 
by  the  Bradford  System  of  burial,  on  a  site  adjacent  to  the  Sewage 
Farm.  Tiiis  method  proves  very  satisfactory. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foods. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — There  are  8  milk  shojis  in 
the  District.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  of  milk  retailed  here  has  been 
maintained  ;  most  of  it  is  produced  in  the  surrounding  rural  district. 

Foods  other  than  Hilk. — The  Slaughter  Houses  and  Bakehouses 
have  been  visited,  much  attention  having  been  given  to  the  former 
this  year. 


REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  1935. 

Inspections. 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  Public 
Health  Acts 

Houses  inspected  for  Vermin 

,,  after  infectious  disease 

,,  on  complaint 

Visits  after  serving  notices  and  visits  to  work  in  progress  ... 
Common  Lodging  Houses  : 


764 

31 

66 

47 

794 


Number  on  Register  ...  2. 


Visits  of  Inspection 


Trade  Premises  : 

Bakehouses 
Cowsheds  ... 

IMilkshops  ... 

Slaughter-houses  ... 

Markets 

Ice  Cream  Shops  ... 

Shops  inspected  under  Shops  Act 

New  or  Remedial  Work. 

Houses  : 


Number. 

7 
4 

8 
6 
1 

16 


Inspections. 

14 

20 

25 

814 

104 

16 

100 


Premises  disinfected  ... 

Rooms  cleansed 

Defective  ceiling  plaster  repaired 
Walls  damp  &  defective  remedied 
Defective  Mmodwork  &  floors  repaired 


64 

192 

40 

81 

114 
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Roofs,  gutterings  &  spoutings  repaired 

•  •  • 

84 

Defective  chimneys  repaired  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

New  food  stores  provided  or  existing 

ones 

improved 

•  •  • 

14 

Ventilation  improved  ... 

•  •  • 

49 

Defective  coppers,  cooking  stoves  &  firegrates 

repaif'ed  or  renewed 

•  •  • 

103 

Dustbins  (provided  by  owners) 

•  •  • 

34 

Yards  paved  or  repaired 

•  •  • 

22 

Out-houses  repaired  ... 

•  •  • 

18 

Various  defects  remedied 

•  •  • 

100 

Water  supply  provided  inside  houses 

.  .  . 

16 

Drainage  : 

Water  closets  repaired 

•  •  • 

33 

Water  closets  demolished  &  new  provided 

•  •  • 

4 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired 

•  •  • 

51 

New  drains  laid 

•  •  • 

109 

Drains  &  fittings  repaired 

•  •  • 

64 

,,  unstopped 

.  .  . 

10 

Drains  tested  with  water  (including 

new 

buildings)... 

•  •  « 

109 

Sinks  &  washing  facilities  provided  ... 

•  •  • 

16 

Various  : 

Lundies  of  bedding,  clothing,  Ac.,  steam 

disinfected 

•  «  « 

193 

Accumulations  removed 

•  •  • 

2 

Visits  to  Fair-grounds... 

•  •  « 

4 

Common  lodging  house  cleansed  &  re-decorated 

1 

Milk  : 

Samples  of  Milk  examined  for  dirt  ... 

.  •  • 

38 

,,  ,,  taken  for  Laboratory 

ex- 

ami  nations 

•  •  • 

17 

Clerical  Work  : 

Informal  Notices 

•  •  • 

161 

Formal  Notices 

32 

Notices  to  Schools  re  Infectious  Disease 

•  •  • 

128 

Forms  issued  re  overcrowding  under 

1935 

Housing  Act 

•  •  • 

1813 

Housing. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  11 

,,  ,,  ,,  other  bodies  or  persons  86 
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1.  Inspection  of  Divelling  Houses  during  the  Year  :  — 

(0  [a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  Inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 

[h]  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(^)  {a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 
(l)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  . 

(h)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(B)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ... 


811 

1294 


58 

104 


Nil 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub- head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  161 


2.  Bemedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  loithout  Service  of 
Formal  Notices  :  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  117 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Potuers  during  the  Year  : 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1980  : 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  G 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  : 

{a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 
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C.  Proceedings  under  Section  19  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1980: 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  4 

(8)  No.  of  houses  closed  and  in  respect  of  which 

an  undertaking  has  been  given  by  the  Owners  4 

Petroleum  (Consolidated)  Act,  1928  : 

Licenses  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Quantity  of  Petroleum  stored  ...  ...  22,650  galls. 

JNO.  R.  HADFIELD,  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Factories,  Workshops  &  Workplaces. 


Number  of 

InsiJections.  Written 

Occupiers 

Notices. 

prosecuted. 

FactoUes  —(including  Factory 

laundries) 

4  1 

— 

Workshops  (including  Work- 

shop  laundries) 

8  — 

— 

Workplaces — (other  than  out- 

worker’s  premises 

'  " 

Total 

7  1 

— 

Defects  Found 

1 

Out-work  in  Unwholesome  Premises  ...  Defects  found  Nil. 


H  ousing. 

Reference  to  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  shows  that 
housing  matters  have  again  demanded  much  attention.  Repairs  have 
been  carried  out  in  tiie  cases  of  161  houses  and  184  houses  have  been 
rendered  fit.  It  was  found  necessary  to  issue  18  formal  notices  to  get 
some  of  this  work  done.  Details  of  the  varieties  of  defects  remedied 
will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 
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Much  of  the  information  necessary  in  connection  witi)  the  over¬ 
crowding  survey  under  the  1935  Housinj^  Act  was  obtained  dnriniJ  the 
very  complete  inspection  carried  out  here  under  the  1930  Idousinp*  Act. 
1813  forms  were  issued  to  householders  and  these  were  collected  late  in 
1935  or  early  in  1936.  Early  in  1936  the  whole  survey  was  completed. 
31  cases  of  overcrov.uiing  were  found 

The  11  houses  built  for  the  accommodation  of  displaced  tenants  of 
demolished  houses  were  completed  in  August  and  are  all  occupied.  Tliey 
are  non-parlour  type  with  three  bedrooms.  20  similar  liouses  were 
commenced  and  will  be  completed  in  1936.  The  Council  also  purchased 
7  acres  of  land  at  the  Highfield  Estate  to  meet  the  further  housing 
needs  of  the  District. 

Prevalence. of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease. 

The  foliowdng  table  gives  details  of  Notified  Diseases  (excluding 


Tuberculosis)  during  the  year : 

Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

13 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

35 

35 

3 

Paratyphoid  ‘  B  ’  Fever... 

1 

1 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

2 

Nil 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

Nil 

— 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups. 


Age  Periods. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

*  t 

ft  CD 

- 

'rH  ^ 

i 

Erysipelas. 

Pneumonia,  i 

Under  1  Year 

•  •  • 

1  to  2 

•  •  • 

1 

2  to  3 

1 

•  •  • 

3  to  4 

•  •  • 

1 

4  to  5 

2 

1 

5  to  10 

6 

16 

10  to  15 

1 

11 

1 

15  to  20 

1 

4 

20  to  35 

•  •  • 

1 

35  to  45 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

45  to  65 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

65  and  upwards 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

Total  Cases  Notified 

13 

35 

1 

1 

2 
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The  casee  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  sporadic  and  occurred  at  varying 
times  of  the  year.  5  of  the  cases  occurred  in  elementary  schools  in 
the  District. 

The  13  cases  give  a  case  rate  per  1,000  population  of  1'40  as 
compared  with  2'9G  for  England  and  Wales. 

Of  the  35  cases  of  diphtheria,  33  cases  occurred  during  an  outbreak 
which  started  in  October  and  was  over  by  the  end  of  year.  The  infection, 
which  was  of  a  severe  type,  was  fairly  conclusively  traced  to  an  out¬ 
break  in  a  nearby  County,  from  which  the  infection  spread  to  a 
neighbouring  village  from  whence,  although  rapidly  checked  there,  it 
brought  infection  to  this  District. 

The  first  cases  were  at  Berkham stead  C.E.  Girls  School.  Eepeated 
examiTiations  and  swabbings  in  this  school  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  resulted  in  nasal  cases  actually  being  found  in  the  school. 
Eocal  pressure  resulted  in  closure  of  this  school  on  November  8tli. 
By  this  time  10  cases  had  developed  among  children  in  this  school  and 
2  further  nasal  cases  had  been  discovered  by  tiie  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  On  the  day  the  school  was  closed,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  examined  the  nose  and  throat  of  every  child  at  the  school  and 
went  into  the  question  of  location  of  cases  in  the  classrooms.  This 
resulted  in  the  discovery  of  4  more  nasal  cases  and  2  throat  carriers. 

Following  this  closure  cases  began  to  occur  at  the  Berkharnstead 
C.E.  Infants  School  and  detailed  investigations  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  revealed  another  nasal  case  and  a  throat  carrier. 

The  Girls’  School  re-opening  after  a  fortnight,  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Plealth  again  examined  all  the  children  and  took  a  number  of  swabs. 
One  nose  and  throat  carrier  was  found. 

Further  local  pressure  produced  closure  of  the  Infants  School,  and 
as  the  children  in  the  departments  of  this  G.E.  School  mostly  came 
from  the  same  district  and  houses,  the  Girls  department  was  re-closed 
and  the  floy’s  department  also.  All  the  schools  re-opened  on  December 
2nd  and  on  that  day  every  child  in  each  department  had  nose  and 
throat  inspected.  This  resulted  in  1  nasal  case  of  diphtheria  being 
found  in  the  Girl’s  department.  Thereafter  the  disease  died  out,  there 
only  occurring  a  further  3  cases. 

It  is  not  claimed  that  school  closure  was  instrumental  in  checking 
the  outbreak.  It  is  rather  to  be  noted  that  cases  in  the  Infants  School 
and  below  school  age  occurred  after  the  closure  of  the  Girls  department. 
It  is  certain  that  in  order  to  combat  the  effect  of  the  closure  in  taking 
away  the  school  children  from  medical  supervision,  much  extra  time 
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and  money  was  spent  in  examining  every  child  in  tlie  Girls  and  Infant’s 
departments  before  scliool  closure,  and  in  all  departments  after  re¬ 
opening,  and  in  taking  swabs  of  selected  cases. 

The  checking  of  the  spread  of  dfsease,  which  wnis  in  fact  almost 
limited  to  one  pvirtion  of  the  town,  is  attributable  mainly  to: — • 

(1)  The  isolation  of  all  cases  and  carriers.  All  cases  and  contacts 
were  admitted  to  the  Aldbury  Isolation  Hospital  where  rapid  steps 
were  taken  to  devote  all  wards  to  diphtheria — a  few  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  being  evacuated  to  Tring  Isolation  Hospital  and  a  case  of 
Paratyphoid  fever  fortunately  being  just  fit  to  return  home.  This 
turnover  involved  much  detailed  work  and  a  considerably  augmented 
nursing  staff  was  installed  to  nurse  the  cases  of  diphtheria,  some  of 
which  were  of  a  severe  type.  At  one  time  there  were  22  cases  and  4 
carriers  in  the  Hospital. 

There  were  altogether  received  into  this  Hospital  during  the  out¬ 
break  34  cases  and  6  carriers. 

(2)  The  detailed  inspection  of  school  children  and  the  careful 
supervision  of  school  child  contacts.  No  contact  was  permitted  to 
return  to  school  for  14  days  after  the  removal  of  the  case  to  hospital 
and  until  satisfactory  nose  and  throat  swabs  had  been  obtained. 

Other  steps  taken  to  limit  the  disease  included,  disinfection  of 
rooms,  bedding  and  clothing,  limitation  of  the  use  of  school  towels, 
advice  to  teachers  regarding  prompt  exclusion  on  signs  of  illness  and, 
distribution  through  schools  of  pamphlets  advising  prompt  medical 
attention  for  sore  throat,  closure  of  Infant  Welfare  Centre  and 
circularisation  of  local  practitioners  as  to  the  availability  of  antitoxin 
and  the  advisability  of  its  early  use. 

In  the  December  meeting  the  Local  Authority,  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  local  medical  practitioners,  inaugurated  a  scheme  for  free 
immunisation  of  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  14  years  wliere  the 
parent  or  guardian  cannot  reasonably  be  expected  to  afford  a  private 
fee  for  this  treatment. 

The  scheme  provides  for  treatment  to  be  carried  out  by  any  child’s 
own  doctor,  the  material  (A.P.T.  or  T.A.F.)  being  provided  by  the 
Local  Authority.  The  certification  of  the  case  being  suitable  to  the 
Scheme  devolves  on  the  patient’s  own  doctor.  By  the  end  of  February, 
1936,  about  60  children  had  received  immunisation  under  thfs  scheme. 
There  are  about  900  elementary  school  children  in  tlie  Urban  District. 

The  35  cases  of  Diphtheria  give  a  case  rate  jier  1,000  population 
of  37'73  as  comjiared  with  1'60  for  England  and  Wales. 
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THberculosis. 


New  Cases. 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary. 


0—  1 
1—  5 
5—10 
10—15 
15-20 
20—25 
25—35 
35 — 45 
45-55 
55—65 
65  upwards 


M.  F.  M.  F. 


Deaths. 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary. 
M.  F.  M.  F. 


1  •  —  1 

2  —  — 

1  _ 

1  —  — 


Total  ...  6  3  1  1  4 


1  0 


Of  the  6  deaths  recorded  1  (or  16'6%)  was  not  notified.  In  the 
case  of  non  notification  a  letter  is  sent  to  the  medical  practitioner 
concerned  and  particulars  of  the  case  requested. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 


The  Rural  District  of  B^rkhamsted  is  composed  of  the  Parishes  of 
Northchurch,  Berkliamsted  Rural,  Aldbury,  VVigginton,  Tring  Rural, 
Nettleden  and  Puttenham,  which  comprises  an  area  of  P7,37i^  acres. 


Population  (Registrar  -  General’s  estimate  of  resident 
population,  1935)  for  District  as  now  constituted 
Composite  estimate  (based  on  population  of  District  prior 
to  alteration  of  boundary  for  3  months,  Jan. -Apr.,  1935 
and  subsequent  to  alteration  for  9  rnths.  xApr.-Dec.  1935 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1935)  according  to  Rate 
Books 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ... 


4,185 

4,488 


1,284 


£27,741 

£105 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

Live 

Birtlis  i .  , 

1  Illegitimate 

60 

26 

34 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the 

4 

0 

4 

estimated  resident 
ulation 

pop- 

14’3 

Stillbirths  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Rate  per  1000  total 

(live 

and  still)  births  ... 

30'3 

Deaths 

41 

18 

23 

Death  Rate  per  1000 

of  the 

estimated  resident 

pop- 

ulation.  Crude 

9’1 

Adjusted  ... 

7'7 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 

Causes. 

Rate  per  1000  total 

Deaths, 

(live  and  still)  Birtlis. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Other  puerperal 

causes 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  undbk  1  Year. 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  births 
Actual  number  of  deaths  under  1  year : 

Legitimate  2.  Illegitimate  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


BPS 

...  333 

Nil. 

Total  2. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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Pkincipal  Causes  of  Death.— Of  the  41  deaths  14  were  attributable 
to  Heart  Disease,  2  to  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  2  to  otUer  Circulatory 
Diseases  ;  5  were  due  to  Cancer,  3  to  Nephritis  and  2  to  non -respiratory 
Tuberculosis. 

Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  1  Year. — Of  the  2  Infant 
deaths^one  was  attributed  to  Status  Lymphaticus  and  one  to  Gastro¬ 
enteritis,  Mastoiditis  and  Otitis  Media. 


Provision  of  Health  Services. 


HOSPITALS. 

A.  1.  Fever — Aldrury  Isolation  Hospital. — Medical  Officer 
Dr.  C.  E.  O’Keefe. 

This  is  provided  by  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  Berkhamsted 
through  a  Joint  Hospital  Committee,  and  is  situated  in  the  heart  of  the 
country,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  Aldbury. 

Accommodation  consists  of  S  wards  with  a  total  of  26  beds.  There 
is  an  Administrative  Block  with  accommodation  for  the  Staff  consist¬ 
ing  of  a  Alatron,  3  Nurses  and  2  Maids.  There  is  a  Laundry  Block  and 
a  Formalin  Disinfector. 


The  following 
during  the  year  : 


is  a  summary  of  the  cases  admitted  to  the  hospital 

Berkliamstead  Berkhamstead 
Urban.  Rural. 


Diphtheria 

35 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

2 

Paratyphoid  ‘  B  ’  Fever 

1 

— 

Diphtheria  Carriers 

5 

1 

2.  Smallpox. — See  Report  for  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead, 
page  10. 


3  &  4. — For  other  Hospital  Accommodation  see  Report  for  Borough 
of  Hemel  Hempstead,  page  10  and  Tring  page  52. 


5.  Public  Assistance  Institution. — See  Borough  of  Hemel 
Hempstead  Report,  page  11. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

A  motor  ambulance  is  stationed  at  the  Aldbury  Isolation  Hospital 
(Tel.  Aldbury  Common  20)  and  is  available  for  accidents  and  non -infec¬ 
tious  cases  as  well  as  infectious  case^.  Disinfection  of  the  ambulance 
is  carried  out  after  the  removal  of  any  infectious  case.  See  also 
Tring,  page  52. 
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CLINIC  &  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

School  Clinics. — The  Education  Authority  under  the  Education 
Acts  is  the  County  Council.  There  is  no  School  Clinic  in  the  Ruial 
District.  Children  with  defects  can  attend  the  appropriate  Clinic  in 
adjacent  areas. 

Tubeuculosis  Centre, — There  is  no  Tuberculosis  Centre  in  the 
District.  The  nearest  Centre  is  that  of  Great  Berkhamsted.  See 
Berkhamsted  U.D.  report,  page  31. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres: 

Aldbury. — This  Centre  is  held  on  alternate  Tuesdays,  2  to  4  p  m. 


The  doctor  attends  monthly. 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  1985  ...  22 

,,  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  8 

,,  ,,  between  1  &  5  years  on  the  books  22 

,,  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  ...  312 

Average  attendance  of  children  ...  ...  ...  14'2 

WiGGiNTON. — This  Centre  is  held  on  the  first  Eriday  of  every 
month  from  2  to  4  p.m.  The  Doctor  attends  on  each  occasion. 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  1935  ...  11 

,,  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  6 

,,  ,,  between  1  &  5  years  on  the  books  15 

,,  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  ...  142 

Average  attendance  of  children  ...  ...  ...  12‘9 

PoTTEN  End. — This  Centre  is  held  on  the  second  Wednesday  in 
each  month  from  2.45  to  4  p.m. 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  1935  •••  II 
,,  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  7 

,,  ,,  between  1  &  5  ^mars  on  the  books  35 

,,  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  ...  194 

Average  monthly  attendance  of  children...  ...  17’6 

Little  Gaddesden. — This  Centre  is  held  on  the  first  Wednesday 
in  each  month  from  2.45  to  4  p.m. 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  1935  ...  11 

,,  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  7 

,,  ,,  between  1  &  5  years  on  the  books  20 

,,  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  ...  112 

Average  monthly  attendance  of  children...  ...  10'2 

The  aliove  are  all  voluntary  centres. 
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Tjieatment  op  Venereal  Disease. — See  Borough  of  Ileiuel 
Hempstead  Report,  page  12. 

Midwives  :  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — There  are 
4  Midwives  practising  in  the  Rural  District.  They  are  employed  by 
the  Nursing  Associations  and  undertake  Public  Health  Work  and 
General  Home  Nursing.  They  are  distributed  as  follows  : 

xAldbury  1  ;  Long  Marston  and  Wilstone  1  ;  Potten  End  1  ; 
Ijittle  Gaddesden  1. 


Laboratory  Facilities.  —  See  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead 
Repi>rt,  page  12. 

The  following  are  examinations  for  which  the  Authority  have  taken 
responsibility  during  the  year  : 

Throat  or  Nose  Sioahs  (for  determining  the  presence  of 

Diphtheria  organisms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Blood  Examinations  (for  assisting  in  the  diagnosis  of 

Paratyphoid  Fever)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Faeces  Examinations  (for  assisting  in  the  diagnosis  of 

Paratyphoid  Fever)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Urine  Examinations  (for  assisting  in  the  diagnosis  of 
Paratyphoid  Fever) 

Water  Analysis  :  Public  Supjily — Chemical 


Bacteriological. . . 


2 

2 

1 


Milk — 12  samples  of  certified  Milk  were  collected  at  request  of 
the  Minister  of  Health  and  on  examination  were  found  to 
have  a  satisfactory  standard  of  purity. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. — The  Great  Berkharn stead  Water  Company  supplies  a 
large  portion  of  Northchurch  and  Berkharnstead  Rural  Parishes. 

The  Chiltern  Hills  Spring  Water  Company  supplies  Wigginton, 
Aldbury,  Astrope,  Long  Marston  and  Wilstone. 

Little  Gaddesden  is  supplied  by  Ashridge  Water  Company. 

The  supplies  have  been  sufficient  in  quantity  and  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination  has  shewn  them  to  be  of  satisfactory  purity. 

A  large  number  of  houses  at  Wilstone  continue  to  draw  their  water 
supply  from  the  unsatisfactory  village  well. 
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Tile  Parish  of  Netrleden  depends  on  well  water,  except  that  St. 
Margarets  has  now  received  an  extension  from  the  Ashridge  Water 
Company’s  main. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — There  has  been  no  work  necessary  in 
regard  to  pollution. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — There  have  been  no  alterations  or 
extensions  during  the  year. 

Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

Northchurch  and  Berkhamstead  Rural. — A  fortnightly  collection 
of  ho  use  refuse  is  made. 

House  refuse  is  carted  to  the  disposal  v/orks  at  Berkhamstead. 

Aldbury.— A  two-monthly  collection  is  made  of  tins,  bottles  etc. 
They  are  buried  in  a  deli  rented  and  controlled  by  the  Council. 

Wilstone. — A  dump  is  provided  for  house  refuse.  The  contents 
are  collected  and  buried  periodically. 

Wigginton. — A  monthly  collection  of  tins,  bottles,  etc.  is  made. 

Little  Gaddesden. — A  monthly  collection  of  tins,  bottles,  etc.  is 
made. 

Long  Marston — A  two  monthly  collection  of  tins,  bottles,  etc.,  is 
made. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foods. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  49  of  these  in  the  District. 
96  Inspections  have  been  made  in  the  year.  There  are  2  producers  of 
Grade  A  Milk  a-nd  2  of  Certified  IMilk. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  2  Slaughter  Houses  in  the 
District.  35  Inspections  have  been  made. 

Bakehouses. — 12  Inspections  have  been  made  at  the  four 
Bakehouses  in  the  District. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  1935. 
Inspections. 

Housing  ; 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Act,  1935,  over¬ 
crowding  Survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  945 
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Houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925 

,,  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ... 

,,  after  infectious  disease  ... 

,,  on  complaint 

Visits  after  serving  notice  ...  ...  ...  '  ... 

,,  to  work  in  progress 


178 

56 

11 

20 

418 


Trade  Premises  : 


Bakehouses 
Laundries 
Cowsheds 
Slaughter  houses 

Canal  Boats  : 

Boats  inspected 


Number. 

Inspections. 

4 

12 

3 

10 

49 

96 

2 

35 

30.  Contraventions  ...  Nil. 


New  or  Remedial  Work. 


Houses  : 


Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Rooms  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4  5 

Defective  ceiling  plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  29 

Walls  damp  and  defective  remedied...  ...  ...  38 

Defective  woodwork  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Roofs,  guttering  and  spouting  repaired  ...  ...  36 

Defective  chimneys  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Windows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Ventilation  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Defective  coppers,  cooking  stoves  and  fire-grates 

repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Various  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Yards  paved  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Drainage  : 

Water-closets  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

New  drains  laid  &  tested  with  water  (inch  new  bigs.)  84 
Drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

,,  unstopped  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 
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jMilk 


Samples  of  Milk  examined  for  Dirt  ...  ...  18 

Clerical  Work  : 

Letters  written  ...  ...  ...  68 

Informal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  84 

Housing. 


Number  of  Houses  erected  during  1935  ; 

(1)  Uy  the  Local  Autbority  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  47 


Z.  Inspection  of  Dwellmg  Houses  during  the  Year  : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  (4  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspectioiis  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(2)  {a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (l)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(3)  Number  of  d  welling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ... 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  founder  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation 

2,  Bemedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  loithout  Service  of 
Formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers 


229 

296 


173 

214 


0 


37 


18 


5.  Action  under  Statutory  Poiuers  during  the  Year  ...  ...  Nil. 


JESSE  OAKES,  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Factories,  Workshops  &  Workplaces. 


Factories — (including  Factory 
laundries) 

Workshops  —  (including  Work¬ 
shop  laundries) 

Workplaces  (other  than  out¬ 
worker’s  premises) 

Total 


Number  of 

Inspections.  Written 
Notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

18 

3 

— 

22 

— . 

— 

9 

— 

— 

49 

3 

— 

Defects  Found  : 


Want  of  Cleanliness 
Other  Nuisances 


Number  of  Defects 
Found.  Remedied.  Referred 

to  H.M.  Prosecutions 

Inspector.  instituted. 

3  3  —  — 

2  2  —  — 


Total  ...  5  5 


Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises — Defects  found — Nil. 


Housing. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  173  houses  were  inspected.  Nine  of 
these  were  found  to  be  in  poor  condition,  requiring  extensive  attention. 

The  following  numbers  of  houses  were  rendered  fit  as  the  result  of 
informal  notices  : — 


Wigginton 
Aid bury 
Wilstone 
Northchurch 


2 

8 

4 

4 


A  ])reliminary  housing  survey,  as  demanded  by  the  Housing  Act, 
1935.  with  the  object  of  determining  overcrowding,  was  commenced 
late  in  the  year  and  completed  early  in  1936.  Investigations  were 
made  regarding  931  houses  and  26  were  found  to  be  overcrowded. 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notified  Diseases  (excluding 
Tuberculosis)  during^  the  year  ; 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notiiied. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

3 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  ‘B’  Fever 

1 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups. 


CD 

<D 

Age  Periods.  ^ 

5-h 

o 

cc 


Un 

del 

•  1  Year 

1 

to 

2 

2 

to 

3 

3 

to 

4 

4 

to 

5 

5 

to 

10 

10 

to 

15 

15 

to 

20 

20 

to 

35 

35 

to 

45 

45 

to 

65 

65 

an 

d  upwards 

Total  Cases  Notified 


1 


1 


Cj 

* 

CD 


O 

P^ 

-1-^ 
oS  , 


CD 

(D 


1 


2  1 


CC 

ct 

•  rH 

d 

C 

% 

o 

c 

CO 

<D 

h- H 

r-H 

1 


1 

1 

1 


1  3 


The  2  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  produce  a  case  rate  of  0*45  as  compared 
with  2*96  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  2  cases  of  Diphtheria  produce  a  case  rate  of  0*45  as  compared 
with  1*60  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Pulm.  Non-Pulm.  Piilm.  Non-Piilm. 


0- 

-  1 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

5- 

-  5 
-10 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

10 

—15 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 5 

-20 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

-25 

1 

— 

— 

— 

■ - 

— 

1 

— 

25 

-35 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

—45 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ — 

— 

— 

45 

—55 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

55 

-65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65 

upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

o 

0 

Of  the  2  deaths  recorded,  1  (or  50%  of  the  total)  was  not  notified. 
In  case  of  non-notification  a  letter  is  sent  to  the  medical  practitioner 
concerned  and  particulars  of  the  case  are  requested. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 


The  Urban  District  of  Tring  has  an  area  of  4,407  acres. 

Population  (Registrar  -  General’s  estimate  of  resident 

population,  1935)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,469 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1935)  according  to  Rate 

Books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,361 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £26,759 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £104 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Total 

M. 

t  •  (  Legitimate 

Live  1  ^ 

77 

42 

Births  j  ...  ...  , 

[  Illegitimate 

3 

0 

Stillbirths 

5 

3 

Deaths 

48 

21 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Deaths. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  Nil. 
Other  puerperal  causes  Nil. 
Total  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


F. 

35  Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  resident  pop- 
3  ulation  ...  17’8 

2  Rate  per  1000  total  (live 

and  still)  births  ...  58’8 

27  Death  Rate  per  1000  of 
the  estimated  resident  pop¬ 
ulation,  Crude  ...  10’7 

Adjusted  ...  8’0 

Rate  per  1000  total 
(live  and  still)  Births. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nd. 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  1  Year. 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  births 


37‘5 

39'0 

Nil. 


Actual  number  of  deaths  under  1  year  : 


Legitimate  3.  Illegitimate  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


Total  3, 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


Principal  Causes  of  Death. — Of  the  48  deaths  17  were  attributable 
to  Heart  Disease,  5  to  Cerebral  Hsemorrhage  and  1  to  other  circulatoiA^ 
disease  ;  9  to  Cancer,  1  to  Influenza  and  none  to  Tuberculosis. 


Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  Year. — Of  the  3  deaths 
2  were  attributed  to  Congenital  causes  and  1  to  Broncho-pneumonia. 
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Provision  of  Health  Services. 

HOSPITALS. 

A.  1.  Fever -Tring  Isolation  Hospital — This  hospital  is 
situated  about  1  mile  outside  Tnng  town  and  is  maintained  by  the 
Trmg  JJrban  Council.  It  was  presented  by  Lord  Rothschild  in  1899. 

The  following  cases  were  admitted  to  the  hospital  during  1935  : 
Disease.  Tring  Ur.  Berk.  U.D.  Berk.  R.D.  Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  8  3  1  Nil 

2,  Smallpox. — See  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead  Report, 
page  10. 

B.  1.  Tuberculosis. — Local  cases  are  treated  in  Institutions 
provided  by  the  Gouncy  Council. 

2.  Maternity. —  (a)  See  West  Herts  Hospital,  page  10. 

(b)  Tring  Cottage  Hospital'"  (see  below). 

3.  Children. — The  general  accommodation  of  the  West  Herts 
FIospitaT"  and  the  Royal  Bucks  Hospital.'" 

4.  General. — 

(1)  The  WMst  Herts  Hospital.'"  For  rjarticulars  see  page  10. 

(2)  The  Royal  Bucks  Hospital.'"  This  is  a  Voluntary  Hos¬ 
pital  wdth  a  contributory  scheme  towards  which  £188  Os.  Od.  was 
collected  from  Trmg  for  1935. 

40  in-patients  and  39  out-patients  came  from  Tring.  Hospital 
treatment  is  obtained  by  letter  or  by  cerificate  from  tiie  local 
Contributory  Sciieme  Secretary. 

Out-patient  dnys  and  times  : 

Monda^p  11.30 — ^Medical ;  12  noon  Surgical. 

Tuesday,  9.20 — Surgical  (Mr.  Toll). 

Wednesday,  11.30  to  12.— Medical  and  Surgical;  Dental  10.30. 
VVednesday^  2.0  -  Ortboiisedic  (2nd  and  4th). 

Thursda^p  9.30  alternate  weeks — ^Throat,  Nose  and  Ear  (alternate  weeks) 
and  Byes  (alternate  weeks).  (Dates  from  Secretary). 
Saturday,  12  noon — Medical  and  Surgical. 

Cases  for  treatment  in  the  X-Ray  or  Electro-Therapeutie  Depart¬ 
ments  are  seen  daily  by  appointment.  Patients  should  bring  with 
them  a  note  from  their  medical  practitioner. 

Friday,  11.30  to  12  —  Medical  and  Surgical. 

Saturday,  9.30 — Eyes,  alternate  weeks  (Dates  from  Secretary). 

X-Ra^i'  by  appointment  only. 

*  Voluntai'}^  Hospital. 

51 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING. 


Tring  Cottage  Hospital.—  This  Hospital  (l  bed)  is  maintained 
by  the  Tring  Nursing  Association  and  admits  emergenc^^  cases — .Medical 
Surgical  or  Maternity.  The  District  Nurse  is  resident  and  other  Nurses 
are  obtained  as  required. 

Public  Assistance  Institution. — Hempstead  House,  Hemel 
Hempstead.  Medical  Officer  :  Dr.  E.  W.  Gilroy. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases  a  horse  ambulance  is  kept  at  the 
Tring  Isolation  Hospital, 

(b)  — For  Non-infectious  and  Accident  cases,  a  motor  ambulance 
is  available  from  the  Royal  Bucks  Hospital  (Aylesbury  541)  or  from  the 
West  Herts  Hospital  (Boxmoor  612). 

CFINICS  &  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  : 

Infant  Welfare  Centre. — This  Centre,  provided  by  the  Herts 
County  Council,  is  held  at  Akeman  Street  on  Friday  at  2  p.m.  The 
doctor  attends  on  the  1st  and  8rd  Friday  in  the  month. 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  1935  ...  47 

,,  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  172 

,,  ,,  between  1  &  5  years  on  the  books  99 

attendances  of  children  under  1  year  ...  1147 

,,  ,,  between  1  &  5  years  ...  709 

Average  weekly  attendance  of  children  ...  ...  39 

Ante-natal  Clinic. — This  Clinic  is  also  held  at  Akeman  Street 
and  provided  by  the  Herts  County  Council.  It  is  open  on  the  1st  and 
3rd  Thursdays  in  the  month,  when  a  doctor  attends. 

No.  of  expectant  mothers  on  the  books  ...  ...  51 

No.  of  consultations  they  have  made  with  Doctor  169 

School  Clinic. — The  Education  Authority,  under  the  Education 
Acts,  is  the  County  Council.  There  is  no  Sclmol  Clinic  in  Tring. 
Children  with  defects  can  attend  the  appropriate  County  Clinics  in 
adjacent  areas. 

Tuberculosis  Centre. — There  is  no  Tuberculosis  Centre  in  Tring. 
Cases  attend  the  Berkhamsted  Centre. 

Treatment  of  Venereal  Disease. — See  Borough  of  Hemel 
Hempstead  Report,  page  12. 
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Midwives  -  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home.  —  (i)  There  is 
one  midwife  in  Tring.  She  is  employed  by  the  County  Council  and 
also  undertakes  Public  Health  work  and  general  nursing  in  the  home 
— (Nurse  Shore,  I,  White  Horse  Terrace,  Western  ]?ioad). 

(2),-  A  Nurse  is  provided  by  the  Tring  Nursing  Association 
(voluntary) — (Nurse  Green,  Nightingale  Cottage,  Tring). 

(d)  A  Nurse  is  provided  by  Tring  Park  Estate  for  Tring  Park 
tenants  :  (Nurse’s  Cottage,  High  Street,  Tring). 

There  is  no  arrangement  for  nursing  of  Infectious  Disease  in  the 
home. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  —  See  Barough  of  Hemel  Hempstead 
Eeport,  page  12. 

The  following  are  examinations  for  which  the  Authority  have  taken 
resporisibilty  during  the  year  : 

Tin  oat  or  Nose  Sivahs  :  (mainly  for  determining  the  presence 
of  Diphtheria  Organisms) 

Clinical  Research  Association  15 

Blood  Examinations  for  assisting  in  the  diagnosis  of 
Paratyphoid  Fever 

Clinical  Research  Association  2 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. — A  constant  and  adequate  supply  from  the  Chiltern  Hills 
Spring  Water  Company  is  available  for  the  whole  district  except 
Bulbourne  Hamlet.  Recent  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination 
is  satisfactory.  The  water  is  slightly  hard,  having  a  temporary  hardness 
of  7  8  and  a  permanent  hardness  of  8*8  per  100,000  parts. 

Some  of  the  houses  have  deep  wells  and  are  not  connected  with 
the  above  source.  The  wells  at  Bulbourne  are  shallow. 

In  1985  the  Company’s  water  was  laid  on  in  12  houses  owing  to 
the  failure  of  wells  due  to  the  dry  weather  spell  1938-81,  Water  was 
laid  on  to  the  interior  of  14  houses  previously  served  from  outside  taps. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — There  has  been  no  xoollution  discovered 
during  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation.— There  has  been  no  alteration  in  type 
during  the  year. 

Scavenging. — The  whole  town  is  cleared  weekly  of  house  refuse 
which  is  tipped  at  the  Council’s  tip  at  Miswell. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foods. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — There  are  16  of  these  in  the 
District.  68  inspections  have  been  made.  The  Council’s  Veterinary 
Inspector  examines  the  cows  for  Tuberculosis  and  also  examines  the 
milk  at  every  retailers  twice  a  year  from  the  point  of  view  of  cleanliness. 

Slaughter  Houses.- — 38  inspections  have  been  made  at  the  8 
Slaughter  Houses  in  the  District. 

Bake-Houses. — There  are  9  Bake-houses  in  the  District.  24 
inspections  have  been  made. 
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Inspections. 

Housing  : 


Houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Act,  1935,  Over¬ 
crowding  Survey 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
,,  inspected  after  Infectious  Disease 
,,  inspected  on  complaint 
Visits  after  serving  informal  notice  ... 


42 


753 

204 

20 

34 

73 


Trade  Premises  : 


Number. 

Ins23ections 

Bake-houses 

9 

24 

Cowsheds 

16 

68 

Milk  Shops 

1 

4 

Slaughter-houses 

8 

38 

Shops  inspected  under  Shops’ 

Act 

100 

Canal  Boats  : 


Boats  inspected  ...  25.  Contraventions  ...  4 

The  Lavatory  and  Cloak  Room  accommodation  at  the  Cinema  and 
Public  Halls  have  also  been  inspected. 


New  or  Remedial  Work. 

Houses  : 

Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Rooms  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Defective  plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  14 
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Damp  and  defective  walls  remedied 

6 

Roofs,  guttering  and  spouting  repaired 

13 

Various  defects  remedied 

7 

Yards  paved  or  repaired 

4 

Sanitary  Dust-bins,  supplied  by  Owners 

48 

Coppers  repaired 

7 

Floors  ... 

10 

Grates  repaired 

15 

Ceilings  repaired 

3 

Food  store  provided 

26 

Clothing  and  Bedding  disinfected 

12 

Verminous  house  disinfected  ... 

1 

Windows  enlarged 

13  houses 

Sinks  provided 

28  „ 

Ceilings  raised 

2  „ 

Baths  provided 

2 

Drainage  : 

Water  closets  repaired 

•  •  « 

17 

New  drains  laid 

•  •  • 

31  sets. 

Drains  unstopped 

•  • « 

3 

Drains  tested  by  water  (including  new  buildings) 

51  sets. 

Drainage  re-laid 

•  •  • 

18  houses 

FT  ILK : 

Samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  examined  for  d 

rt  by  the  Veterinary 

Inspector.  Two  samples  were  taken  from  each  registered 

Cow  keeper. 

Clerical  Work  : 

Informal  Notices  written 

*  •  • 

137 

Housing. 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(ri)  By  the  Local  Authority 

•  •  • 

Nil. 

ib)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

•  •  * 

17 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during 

THE 

Year  : 

(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

Defects  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts...  879 

(h)  No.  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  912 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  and  recorded 

(included  under  sub-head  (l)  above)  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925 
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(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  77 

(3)  Number  of  Houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurous  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  Houses  (exclusive  to  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub-head)  not  found  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  42 

2.  Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  42 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  ...  Nij 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928. 

Petroleum  Licenses  Issued  ...  ...  19 

Quantity  Stored  ...  ...  ...  17,000  gallons 

H.  N.  HEDGES,  Sajiitary  Inspector. 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Factories  (including  Factory 
laundries) 

Number  of 

Inspections.  Written 

Notices. 

18  — 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

Workshops  (including  Work 
shop  laundries) 

24 

_ 

— 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out¬ 
workers  premises 

— 

— 

— ' 

Total 

42 

— 

— - 

Defects  Found. 

Nil. 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises. — Defects  found  ...  Nil. 

Housing. 

In  continuance  of  the  following  up  of  defects  found  at  the 
complete  survey  under  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  42  houses  w^ere  rendered 
fit  in  1935  as  the  result  of  service  of  informal  notices. 
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The  preliminary  survey  of  liouses  suitable  for  the  working  class  as 
required  by  the  1935  Housing  Act  for  the  purposes  of  determining 
overcrowding  was  commenced  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and 
completed  early  in  1936.  762  houses  were  inspected  and  only  one 

overcrowded  according  to  the  standard  set  out  in  the  1935  Act, 

Prevaience  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notified  Disease  (excluding 


Tuberculosis)  during  the  year. 

Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

8 

Nil. 

Pneumonia 

7 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

— 

Analysis  of  Notified 

Cases  under  Age  Grou 

ps. 

Age  Periods. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Fr37sipelas. 

Pneumonia. 

Un 

der 

1  year 

... 

*  •  • 

1 

1 

to 

2 

•  •  • 

«  •  o 

2 

to 

3 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

to 

4 

.  .  . 

*  •  « 

•  •  • 

4 

to 

5 

1 

5 

to 

10 

4 

«  .  . 

2 

10 

to 

15 

1 

1 

«  •  « 

15 

to 

20 

1 

*  •  • 

20 

to 

35 

1 

•  .  • 

•  •  ■ 

35 

to 

45 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

. . . 

45 

to 

65 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

65 

an 

1  upwards... 

1 

1 

Total  Cases  Notified  ... 

8 

2 

7 

5  of  the  8  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  among  elementary  school 
children.  The  8  cases  produce  a  case  rate  per  1,000  population  of  1'79 
as  compared  with  2'96  for  England  and  Wales.  All  cases  were 
removed  to  Isolation  Hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 
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Tuberculosis. 


0—  1 
I—  5 
5-10 
10-15 
15—20 
20—25 
25—35 
35—45 
45 — 5o 
55 — 05 
65  upwards 


New  Oases. 
Pulin.  Noii-Pulm. 

M.  F.  F. 

—  1  —  — 


1  —  — 

-  —  1 

1  — 


12  10 


Deatlis. 

Pulin.  Non-Pulm. 
F.  M.  F. 


0  0  0  0 
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TABLE  SHEWING  BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH  RATES  AND 
INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES. 
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